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us a moral code which is not to be surpassed, I am unable
to subscribe to the doctrine of their infallibility in every
detail. And who shall say what is really ancient ? Are all
the hundred and eight Upanishads of equal sanctity ? It
seems to me that we must test on the anvil of reason
everything that is capable of being tested by it, and reject
that which does not satisfy it even though it may appear
In an ancient garb.
Young India, 24-3-'27
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THE  DOOM OF  THE  PURDAH
A reasoned appeal, signed by many most influential
people of Bihar and almost an equal number of ladies of
that province, advising the total abolition of the purdahj
has been just issued in Bihar. The fact that over fifty
ladies have signed the appeal shows that if the work is
carried on with vigour, the purdah will be a thing of the
past in Bihar. It is worthy of note that the ladies who
have signed the appeal are not of the anglicized type but
orthodox Hindus. It definitely states : .
" We want that the women of our province should be as
free to move about and take their legitimate part in the life of
the community in all particulars as their sisters in Karnatak,
Maharashtra and Madras, and in an essentially Indian way, avoid-
ing all attempts at Europeanization, for while we hold that a
change from enforced seclusion to a complete anglicization would
be like dropping from the frying pan into the fire, we feel that
the purdah must go, if we want our women to develop along
Indian ideals- If we want them to add grace and beauty to our
social life and raise its moral tone, if we want them to be excel-
lent managers at home, helpful companions of their husbands and
useful members of the community, then the purdah, as it now
exists, must go. In fact no serious step for their welfare can be
taken unless the veil is torn down, and it is our conviction that,
if once the energy of half of our population that has been
imprisoned artificially is released, it will create a force which, if
properly guided, will be of immeasurable good to our province."
W.